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November 5, 2025 

Japan System Techniques Co., Ltd. 

JAST and Ehime University Start Joint Research for 

Developing an Early Alert System Using Educational Data 

Japan System Techniques Co., Ltd. (Head Office: Kita-ku, Osaka; President and CEO: Taku Hirabayashi; JAST) 

and Ehime University (Location: Matsuyama-shi, Ehime; President: Hiroshige Nishina), a Japanese national 

university, have started a joint research project that has the goal of developing a student academic performance early 

alert system using educational data.  

By quickly generating reports about the status of academic performance, the system is expected to strengthen support 

for instructors and students and improve lessons and other educational programs. A press conference to announce 

this joint research project was held at the E.U. Regional Commons of the Johoku Campus of Ehime University on 

October 23, 2025. 

 

 

According to a 2025 survey by Novo Nordisk Pharma to determine public awareness of obesity and diseases caused 

by obesity, the percentage of people who were aware of obesity as a chronic disease increased significantly to 13.0% 

from 8.7% in 2024 and 8.3% in 2023. Despite this progress, more than half of the respondents stated that they do 

not want to contact a healthcare provider regarding their own obesity. Clearly, people who are overweight are still 

reluctant to seek medical care. One reason is the belief that obesity is a psychological problem that is one’s own 

responsibility. In addition, the survey revealed inadequate information about treating diseases linked to obesity 

because people do not know where to go for treatments and how much it will cost.  

 

This joint project by Novo Nordisk Pharma and JAST uses health insurance invoice data*1, which is real world data*2 

concerning medical services provided, and regular medical check-up data to identify individuals with a body mass 

index (BMI) of at least 25 and a health problem who have not received medical treatment. This information was 

used to send educational leaflets by postal mail and use other methods to contact people who may have an obesity-

related disease for increasing their understanding of these diseases and the need to contact a physician.  

 

JAST is contacting the approximately 400 health insurance associations that use JAST services to seek insurers 

interested in cooperating with this project. Backed by its knowledge of healthcare services*3, JAST will use health 

insurance invoice and regular medical check-up data to select individuals requiring information about obesity 

problems. These individuals will receive by postal mail information prepared by Novo Nordisk Pharma concerning 

the correct understanding and treatment of problems involving obesity. People who received this information will 

then be asked to complete and return a questionnaire. The plan is to use health insurance invoice data to determine 

the effectiveness of these activities at altering the behavior of these people.  

 

From left: Ryo Manabe, Specially Appointed Assistant Professor, Education and Student Support Organization, Ehime University; 

Toshiki Nakai, Deputy Director, Institution for Education and Student Support, Ehime University; 

Hidenori Yahiro, Director, Institution for Education and Student Support, Ehime University; 

Satoshi Ochiai, Senior Executive Officer, JAST; Kenji Nojima, General Manager, GAKUEN Business Division, JAST 
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◆Background 

Ehime University is designated as a base for the development of faculty capabilities, which means the university is 

used as a location for joint education programs of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology. The university ranks among the leaders in Japan in the fields of institutional research, faculty 

development and staff development. JAST’s GAKUEN Series, which is a university management system that 

supports administrative and educational activities, was launched 30 years ago and has a proven track record of 

implementation in more than 450 universities and other academic institutions in Japan. This joint research project 

combines the expertise of Ehime University involving institutional research and the graduation prediction model 

(see note) the university developed and JAST’s educational data involving the academic progress of students, classes 

completed and other items. The goal is a new prediction model that can identify early indications of students having 

difficulty with lessons or students who may drop out. JAST and Ehime University have signed a joint research 

agreement, as aligned with their shared goal of achieving more effective course support and learning assistance. 

 

◆Research activities and outlook 

By analyzing academic data in prior years, the joint research project aims to identify factors that affect the ability of 

students to graduate. Using this insight for current students is expected to allow accurately determining progress 

with their lessons and quickly identifying students who need assistance. Instructors can then provide support in a 

timely manner. The result is a stronger support framework for students, including a better ability to identify 

educational issues and improve lesson plans, enabling universities to offer even higher quality education. The 

research project is expected to continue until the end of March 2028. Results of the project are expected to help 

build a sound infrastructure for education at universities throughout Japan as well as to be incorporated in the 

functions of the GAKUEN Series.  

Strong support and cooperation involving joint research programs by JAST is an important part of activities to 

accomplish the JAST VISION 2035, which has the goal of becoming a problem-solving company recognized by 

everyone. JAST is committed to playing a role in creating a sustainable society by helping solve problems 

concerning educational institutions and society.  

 

Note: Ehime University Graduation Forecast 2025, Faculty and Staff Development Base – Office for Educational 

Planning and Research, Ehime University 

 

 

 

 

◼ Inquiries 

Japan System Techniques Co., Ltd. 

Contact: Nojima 

GAKUEN Business Division 

TEL: +81-6-4560-1030 

Mail: g-event@jast.co.jp 

URL: https://www.jast-gakuen.com/ 

 

◼ Press Inquiries 

Japan System Techniques Co., Ltd. 

Contact: Yamashita/Ishida 

General Affairs Department 

TEL: +81-6-4560-1000 

Mail: press@jast.co.jp  

URL: https://www.jast.jp/ 

https://web.opar.ehime-u.ac.jp/graduation_forecast/%e5%8d%92%e6%a5%ad%e4%ba%88%e5%a0%b12025/
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